StewardCAST - What's your “Stewardship Target”

Focusing on what God has done for us in Christ

The Alban Institute makes the following statement in an rideenent for one of its books:

In a culture marked by what many call "attention-defitigorder,” congregations
and their leaders are subject to distractions thataldii@m their mission and lead
them in directions that have little to do with their afor existence.

Knowing the reason for existence is imperative for evejtye including the Christian
congregation and its stewardship ministry. As one authoesyriHow your stewardship
committee perceives its task will set its sails.dfiyperceive your task as raising funds for
the operation of the church, you will adopt the proceduresffafctive fund-raising
organizations. If you see your work as forming people wibmanage their lives for
God's purposes, then you will focus on the spiritual growtpeaple so they will live
under Jesus Christ in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasgjhteousness, innocence
and blessedness.Congregational Stewardship Workbook 200@Growing Christian
Stewards" p. 9.

What is the primary purpose for stewardship in your congregation?
Here are three possibilities:
- The goal of stewardship ministry is to raise enough monpgydhe bills this year.

- The primary purpose for stewardship is to increase thehbmesngiving of time,
talents and money to the congregation and its ministries.

- The goal of stewardship ministry is to help God's pegptav in their relationship
with Jesus Christ so that they understand what it smEahe stewards by God's grace,
live as His disciples and manage all that is entrustéidem with joy and generosity.

The Congregational Stewardship Workbogikopyright 1993) addresses this issue on page
A2:

For some church members, including some clergy, the sewardship' has a
rather distasteful connotation, as if it is something youeh® put up with, a
necessary nuisance that is centered in such prograneveag member visits,
financial campaigns and recruiting church workers.

This is what happens when the understanding of stewardgbipnarily a means to
an end, rather than identifying it as the heart of agiin's lifestyle.

Certainly stewardship has to do with money and service; howigveis only to
serve these ends, then it will not serve them adequately.

Stewardship is at the very center of sanctified fhk working of the Holy Spirit).
It is an essential aspect of faith life, not merelynaans to some spiritudbr
financial) end.

What is the primary purpose for stewardship in your congregation?
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‘Do You Love Jesus?’

>When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said toiSim
Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me more tha
these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know thiaivke
you." He said to him, "Feed my lamb$®He said to him a
second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love ni&"
said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that | love yotHé saic
to him, "Tend my sheep'He said to him the third time,
"Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Peter wasvgd
because he said to him the third time, "Do you lme®"
and he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; ymow
that | love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my shgkp21)

Peter’s overconfidence and pride in himself ocaaaly placed him in a position of boasting
before the other disciples. Sure Peter’'s persgnalished him to jump before he thought how
high or how far he should jump sometimes; suresleaw great talent and ability in Peter and
how he would bless the church; sure the church avbelbuilt on what Peter confesgétke

Rocl, Jesus Christ)but there were moments when Peter’'s words anonacgot him into

trouble. There are moments when our words andsdgeidus into trouble. We might even have
moments when we are quite proud of what we knowbesus or what we have ddoeJesus
Because of Peter’s self centered words and deexe sommentators wrote, “Peter thought, as
a follower of Christ, that he was to die and wodikel for Jesus, not fullynderstanding that Je:
would die for him(and the whole world) Therefore we can learn from Peter's weakneasés
strengths and pray, ‘Lord, may | only boast in You.

Prior to the above conversation Jesus had withr Feéter found himself in a place and position
where and when he denied Christ three times. Beter is human and he feared what the
Roman government might do to him, so it's undeidadte(we can understandyhy he said, “I
don’t know the man.” But can we understand whyideafter His resurrection and prior to His
heavenly return, asked Peter, “Do you love Me?”

Do you love Jesus? Peter loved His Lord, but lterheaments of pride, overconfidence in his
own abilities, and fear of suffering or dying, plugew other human characteristics. Do you

Jesus? Do you love Jesus because of what He hasadd is doing for yquor are you trying t
show Him or express your love to Him through setfained words and deeds?

Do you love Jesus? Peter told Jesus, “You knowyévieg; You know that | love You Lord.”
Jesus knew Peter loved Him, Jesus knows that veeHaw, and in John 21, we hear Jesus tell
Peter to feed His sheep and to care for His lanchus®e | LOVE YOU. Peter had moments of
doubt and denial, but he was faithful unto the pofrdeath. There is much that we can do here
at LCOS and around Bethany as we love our Lord.eWih love, our thoughts are not what |
receive or when | have time but on what God caliedo do. God bless you this summer and as
you serve anas you feed His sheep.

Pastor Dwayne Schroeder
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Why not! This month, after all, is named after Cadgagustus
who, more than 2,000 years ago, sent out a decree Ittiee @alorld
should be taxed...and you know all the rest. This ipéhntect
month to refocus our faith on the Babe in Bethlehamd.to share
that faith with others through an investment in the

Church Extension Fund. Your invested dollars help

missions and growing congregations “Spread the

Word” through expanded ministry to their

communities. Meantime, you earn competitive rates

of interest on your investment. Want to invest? Call
1-800-THE LCEF or go to www.Icef.org.

-+



@ SCHOOL

U SUPPLIES

This is just a quick update on the new electronic giving progitasup and
. _running and is working great. We have been using it for a nmowhand it is

E‘ectr(?ﬂ_lc really a wonderful program. After you are set up in thegmm, it is easy tq
Y\de‘Vmg make any changes necessary. Say you would like to makil#iomal one

time extra donation for a special offering; all youd&w do is let me know by thg

1st or 15th of the month prior to the transfer. | canngand make the change, do the transf

and reset your account back to your normal giving. Foamtst, one family had flowers and increased forfjt

and then went back to their normal giving.

| will be making some laminated cards and having them ibak& of the church, so when you enter the
church you can take one to place in the plate as iepdis so that you are actually remembering your
financial gift you are giving. The money counters can fhlane the cards back into the church after lockigig
the money in the safe. In doing this, you can remembesatmfice Christ made for us, and the sacrifice ypu
are making to help the church.

Thank you to the families that are already signed upuamdy the new program. If you are interested or if
you have any questions, please contact the church offi€atby Warren for the form. On the bottom of thg
form, just put the 5th or 20th (or both) and the amoautttet given on each date. Also, put your envelope
number on the bottom.

Working together in His Kingdom,
Kathy Warren
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